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£: - WASHINGTOWr— The Reagan Admin- 
istration yesterday ordered officials in-j 
j*volved in national security to sign a secret 
t cy pledge and agree, ta cooperate in inves; 
Jtigations of leaks, of classified informa- 
tion. •. • .€► " 

h The order, part of a crackdown Presi- 
dent Reagan ordered on unauthorized dis- 
closure of national security information, 
;also strictly limits access by government 
/officials to such information. In addition,, 
i-ii calls for the Attorney General to review 
Che effectiveness of existing laws. on such. 


/disclosures. 




C However, the order was not pearly as.j 
Astringent; as some intelligence officials 
jbad proposed. In fact, it dropped one pro-j 
^vision of a Jan. 12 presidential directive] 
ithat the- press: and some government i nr 
^formation officers had criticized — a rcK 
‘guirement that government employees 
iget the permission of a senior official be-‘ 
Tore contacting the media and then file a] 
^written report on the contact.:' \iv sv. 


4 The order, signed by William P. Clark; 
Reagan's assistant for national security,, 
^supersedes the Jam 12 directive, ’yf 
£ David Gergen, Reagan's communica^j 
tions^ director; said the order “reflects! a 
determined effort by^ all concerned to 
draw a proper balance between* the legiti- 
mate need of the public’s right to; know 
and the need of the government in pro- 
tecting classified information/* * *- 

Clark ordered all departmental hold 
to the “absolute minimum’’ the number] 
of people having access to national secure 
ty information and to -‘strictly control 
document dissemination and - reproduc- 
tion to carry out existing iaw^^ 


His order sets up a system under 
which each copy of a document circulated 
by the National Security Council will car- 
ry a numbered cover sheet bearing a no- 
tation that includes the secrecy pledge. 
The cover sheet contains this notice: : ; 

. ' .. - . ; : !>uavhV.;; • .> 

, “The attached document contains 
sensitive National Security Council Infor- 
mation. It Is to be read and discussed only 
by persons authorized by lawi^ £> 


^ 

‘Ynrir«ldnahnW : i: L 


; ’ “Persorishandling this document ac- 
knowledge he or she knows and under- 
stands the security law relating thereto 
and will cooperate fully with any lawful 
/irivestigationby the United States Gov- 
ernment into, any unauthorized disclo- 
sure of. classified information Contained 
?herein.“ 


V Zk . 


\ The order requests that the. Attorney, 
General convene by March 1 an Intera-j 
gency group to report to the President on 
the effectiveness of existing statutes and] 
executive orders' prohibiting unauthor- 
ized disclosure of classified information. 


; Gergen said Clark had dropped the 
provision in the* Jan. 12 directive regulat- 
ing media contacts because of a feeling 
that it had “a chilling effect*’ on govern- 
ment press relations. ^ ; 


After the; directive was 'issued, that 
provision* was 'criticized by reporters, in- 
cluding Barrie Dunsmore of ABC-TV, 
president- of the State Correspondents 
Assn., who WTote Clark a. letter saying 
-the directive already had caused some 
government officials ta cancek scheduled 
appointments with journalists^* .i; r . r v . 
!. Clark met with Dunsmore and several 
loth er reporters Monday!before.decidinito 
delete that provision from his order ? U 

After the new order was issued, Duns^j 
more said.^Tm delighted that the section 
on media* contacts was dropped. When 1 
talked with Clark Monday the draft of the 
order we were shown, still had that sec-! 
tion in it and* it would haverbeen devas- 
tating if it had Ibeen. implemented/*^ 1 | 

/ ; President Reagan has spoken out fre- 
: qaently in recent -weeks* about . leaks of] 
national security information. In his Jah.; 
12 directive he referred to a Vhemor- 
: rhage** of leaks and warned; that “all le- 
gal methods’* would be used tp investigated 

Speaking of the Administration's re- 
cent antileak activities and the new 
/Clark order, Gergen said: . /i 
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“What much of this endeavor of the 
/last few weeks has done clearly— beyond: 
and above:the four comers of this docu- 
ment - is send a message through the 
ranks that thePresident regards^the un- 
authorized disclosure of Lclassif led Infor- 
mation as a serious matter. At th#* 
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